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350 BOOK REVIEWS. 

But, while this is the view apparently supported by the weight of 
American authority, and certainly by the text-book writers, there is 
not wanting the best of authority on the other side : In re Asiatic 
Banking Corporation, L. R. 4 Ch. App. 352 ; Calumet Paper Co. 
v. Stotts Inv. Co., (la.), 64 N. W. 782. And one California case has 
decided that a corporation may be created for the express purpose 
of dealing in stocks, in which case it may, of course, purchase and 
hold them: Market St. Ry. Co. v. Hellman, 109 Cal. 571, 42 Pac. 
225. 
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Hand-book of the Law of Partnership. By William George. 
Hornbook Series. St. Paul, Minn. : West Publishing Co. 

This work is one of the latest products of that inexhaustible mine 
of legal publications, the West Publishing Co. As a concise and 
probably accurate summary, in a series of legal propositions, of 
nearly five thousand cases, it has its value. It is not, however, a 
book for the jurist or the student, both of whom demand a more 
scientific and historical discussion of the cases. 

As a contribution to the science of the law, this volume is not 
worth the paper it is printed on, but, as a guide-book to the leading 
cases on the subject, and a vade mecum for the cramming student, 
it will, no doubt, be useful to many. R. R. F. 



A Treatise on Mechanics' Liens. By Louis Boisot, Jr., A.B., 
LL. B., of the Chicago Bar. St. Paul, Minn. : West Publishing 
Company. 

It seems almost a hopeless task to embody in a treatise a subject 
so entirely statutory as that of Mechanics' Liens. The law of 
different jurisdictions is so contradictory and so subject to change, 
that one can never be sure what it really is. A considerable part 
of the Pennsylvania law, for example, as given by Mr. Boisot, is 
ancient history already. 

The nature of the subject also puts unfortunate limitations on the 
author's style. The expressions, "where the statute provides," 
"under a statute requiring," etc., etc., are used to a wearisome 
extent, occurring as often as half a dozen times to the page. On 
page 408, § 418, it is said, "Where the statute expressly requires 
the claim to set forth the times when the material was furnished, or 
the labor performed, an omission of such allegations renders the 
lien void. . . . But, where the statute does not expressly require 
the claim to give the dates of the account, such dates need not be 



